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Week 17. Scotland Week 17. Scotland Week 17. Scotland Week 17. Scotland  
 
1. How many languages are indigenous to Scotland?  
� Gaelic  
� Scots  
� English with a Scottish accent 

 
2. Vowel system. The missing oppositions: 
 

/u/ /u/ /u/ /u/ (no /ʊ/)    mood - good, pool - pull, Luke - look 
////ɔ/ ɔ/ ɔ/ ɔ/ (no /ɒ/)    thought - lot, stalk - stock, dawn - don 
/a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ (no /ɑ/)    psalm - Sam, father - gather, aunt - ant 

 
    iiii    ɪɪɪɪ    eeee    ɛɛɛɛ    aaaa    ʌʌʌʌ    ɔɔɔɔ    oooo    uuuu    
 fleece kit face dress trap   strut  thought  goat goose 
 near  square  start  lot force   foot   
 
   ʌiʌiʌiʌi        ʌuʌuʌuʌu        ɔiɔiɔiɔi                            
      price  mouth  choice 
 

3. Rhotic; often no /ɜːɜːɜːɜː/, no /əəəə/. NURSE words mostly have /ɛr/ or /ʌr/. 
 burn  [bbbbʌrnʌrnʌrnʌrn]   -  stern   [ststststɛrnɛrnɛrnɛrn] 
 China  [ˈtʃʌinʌˈtʃʌinʌˈtʃʌinʌˈtʃʌinʌ]  -  father   [ˈfaˈfaˈfaˈfaððððɪrɪrɪrɪr] 
 
4. The Scottish Vowel Length RuleScottish Vowel Length RuleScottish Vowel Length RuleScottish Vowel Length Rule (Aitken's Law) 
 
 V → [+long] / _ {[+voi +fric], r, #} 
 
 a vowel is:  long before a voiced fricative, /r/, or # 
    but otherwise short. 
 
 greed  [gridgridgridgrid]   -  agree#d   [əˈgriːdəˈgriːdəˈgriːdəˈgriːd] 
 brood  [brudbrudbrudbrud]   -  brew#ed  [brubrubrubruːdːdːdːd] 
 tide  [ttttʌidʌidʌidʌid]   -  tie#d   [tatatataˑedˑedˑedˑed] 
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